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Land O’ CornThe

...and where it ran

The red lines on this 1965 map are IC 

routes, with the thick red line indicat-

ing that plied by the Land O’ Corn. 

The blue lines are those of other car-

riers on which there was also intercity 

passenger train service in 1965. Open 

circles indicate a scheduled passenger 

stop; solid circles indicate other sta-

tions on the Land O’ Corn route.

ABOVE: The westbound Land O’ Corn 

practically glows in this evening 

scene of the train at Rockford in 

June 1957. E8 4019 has a rake of 

modernized but heavyweight coaches 

and the “turtleback-roofed” cafe-

lounge mentioned on the previous 

page. A single baggage car was the 

norm until after 15 and 16 were dis-

continued in 1957, after which head-

end business increased on Nos. 13 

and 14. HOWARD PATRICK

FACING PAGE: Westbound 14 is crossing 

8th Street in Rockford at the west 

end of Buckbee Siding in August 

1966 behind freshly rebuilt (see page 

18) high-speed GP9s 9201 and 9202. 

Passenger GP7s and GP9s were quite 

common on Iowa Division passenger 

trains in the late 1950s and until the 

Land O’ Corn was discontinued in 

1967. High-speed (83 mph) Geeps 

9200-9203 and 9201-9202 (usually 

so paired) were the norm for the 

Hawkeye but occasionally showed up 

on the Land O’ Corn as well. After 

the Corn was downgraded in 1966, 

the high-speeds became more com-

mon on 13 and 14 while the Hawk-

eye tended to get E-units more often. 

MIKE SCHAFER

The Mid-AMericAn is a high-quality railroad historical 
historical publication. Great content, great photos, 
great color, and great maps are included in every 
issue! Every issue is 32 pages of in-depth features 
produced by the industry leader in railroad periodicals.  

If you’re a fan of the Illinois Central or its successor 
railroads, you won’t want to miss a single issue of The 
Mid-AMericAn. The ICRHA shares in the diverse history 
of the IC, including such subjects as the Illinois Central 
Gulf; Chicago, Central & Pacific; Paducah & Louisville; 
up to the present of rail lines that were once the IC. 
The ICRHA is your source for the IC’s history; from its 
earliest days to modeling the IC.  

-

After Markham 1956:
Tracking IC steam out of Kankakee

A car was required to catch the 2034 in action, and that trip was accomplished in 

December 1957. Catching the Pacific at the Sycamore Street roundhouse as she 

waited for the road crew provided the prerequisite three-quarter-angle roster shot. 

More photos from this trip can be found on pages 16 to 18.

A graduate of the Paducah rebuild program, 0-8-2 No. 3685 as well as 2-4-4T dis-

play engine 201 were the last steamers to share the lonely confines of Markham’s 

48-stall roundhouse. The switcher was photographed in July 1957.
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It was a bitterly frigid day in January 1957 that cut short that day’s visit to Kankakee. The photographer’s inten-tion was to record a few road shots. The mission was cer-tainly accomplished with this picture of the 1668 about to pass under the Court Street bridge to the north of the IC passenger depot.

BY BURT MALL
Photographs by the author

Tracking IC steam out of Kankakee

Steam left Markham, south of Chicago by early 1956, and although I was witness to majestic IC 2600s and 2500s on the 
mainline through Peotone and Manteno for 
several years, I wasn’t fortunate enough to be 
ready with camera-in-hand for photographing 

that last stand. But still, in 1956, if you lived in 
the Chicago area and still wanted to see, hear, 
and photograph Illinois Central steam, a close 
location was Kankakee—about 60 miles due 
south on U.S. Highway 45 or Illinois Highway 
50. With IC fires at Markham having been 
dropped slightly earlier, Kankakee was a conve-
nient destination. IC steam actually lasted later 
in other locations; until 1960 in Paducah, Ky., 
where 0-8-0s and 2-10-0s switched just before 
their fires were dropped for the last time. (Last 
of all was 4-8-2 No. 2613 in October 1960 on a 
steam excursion.—ed.)My first visit to Kankakee was in July 1956, 
and a small lot of 2-8-2s and 0-8-0s were hot on 
one of the house tracks and were being shuttled 
into or out of the nine-stall roundhouse. Kanka-
kee remained a small pocket of mid-size steam 
in the north despite the earlier dieselization 
of the mainline to Chicago. Naturally, being a 
student I was not able to get there as often as 
I would have liked, but for nearly two years 
Mikados still plied the rails to Champaign, 
did a fair amount of work at Gilman, and ran 
to the quarry at Lehigh. For something differ-
ent, one 2-8-0, the 908, and one low-drivered 
Pacific were assigned to Kankakee (mainly for 
the Bloomington District), but it wasn’t in the 
cards to witness them on my first visit in July, 
1956. During a cold visit in January 1957, I 
attempted to get some over-the-road shots but 

(Text continued on page18)
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